Newsletter- December 2018

Dear Parent/Carers
Since the last newsletter:
- Both the Foundation Stage and KS1 children performed a Christmas production
to family and friends, as well as to the rest of the school. The Reception
children performed a traditional nativity at Oakford, with Froglets performing
to friends and family in our school hall and the KS1 children performed ‘Hey
Ewe’. All the children danced, sang and acted with great confidence and all
enjoyed the productions.
- The Foundation Stage and KS1 held several Grandparent sessions, where
grandparents were able to come into school and complete a Christmas craft
activity.
- The School Choir, accompanied by Miss Bray, sang at several local venues
including Tesco, Kingsteignton Senior Citizens’ Club and other residential homes
for Senior Citizens. They sang beautifully, and their behaviour was excellent.
Well done to them all.
- Year 5 and 6 experienced the Explorer Dome, in Kingsteignton Chapel, where
they were involved in space activities.
- Christmas Dinner was a huge success, an amazing atmosphere which included the
wearing of Christmas jumpers/tops.
- Year 5 and 6 watched Mary Poppins at Teign which they thoroughly enjoyed.
- Year 3 and 4 have made chocolate pizzas which linked to their IPC topic.

PTA/Friends of St Michael’s School
I have been approached by a group of enthusiastic parents who would like to set up a
PTA/Friends group. A meeting will be held on Thursday 17th January at St Michael’s
School in the Hall at 7.30pm, if you would like to be part of this, or would be happy to
volunteer, then please join us. If you are unable to make the meeting but would like to
be involved then please sign up in the office and they will be in contact.
Blogs
Each year group have a blog that is regularly updated please look at them on our school
website in the pupil zone. You will also notice in the blog tab there is a slide show. This
celebrates the children who have been ‘stood up’ for star of the week and have earned
their stars, as well as an update of the weekly house points. This slide show is also on
the computer in the office foyer.

Application for a Primary School Place
Applications have opened for admission into Primary School in September 2019 and you
can now apply online at www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline
You can apply for a place if your child was born between 1st September 2014 and 31st
August, 2015. Applications must be in by 15th January 2018 or they will be considered
as late and you may not get a place for your child in a school of your choice.
Please make sure you apply for 3 schools of your choice. If you only apply for one school
and do not get a place, your child will be placed in a school where there is a space, which
may not be a school you would choose.
Cycling/Scootering
It is great to see so many children and their families cycling and scootering to school, but please
can I ask that, when on the school playground, bikes and scooters are pushed rather than ridden
as this will help to keep everyone safe. It is essential helmets are worn and I appreciate your
support with this.

RSE
Relationships and Sex Education will be taught during the Spring Term, as well as in the
Summer Term. Each year group will be revising what has been taught the previous
year. More details will follow in a letter next term.
School Lunches
Please ensure you clear your outstanding lunch debts by the end of term, the office are
spending a lot of time having to chase up unpaid dinners. If you could ensure your
account is in credit prior to booking a dinner that would be very much appreciated.
Authorised Absence
Please can I reiterate to you that any request for absence can only be authorised if
there are very clear exceptional circumstances. This is the law and ignoring it may
result in a Penalty Notice being issued. Please check the calendar on our website to
ensure you book holidays during the school holiday period. If you are booking further in
advance, please don’t hesitate to contact the office to check if we can confirm dates.
Thank You
A huge thank you to Oakford who very kindly let us use their hall to perform the
Foundation Stage Nativity - we really appreciated it.
Also an ‘Astronomical’ thank you to Kingsteignton Chapel for allowing us to use the
Chapel for the Explorer Dome. The high ceiling was appreciated!
May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy, Healthy Christmas and a Peaceful
and Prosperous 2019.
Kind Regards
Mrs Kate Arnold
Head of School

Dates for your diary:
January 2019
7th
14th

School opens at 8:50am
Choir sing at Penns Mount

16th

Year 6 Virtual Reality Workshop

17th

PTA/Friends meeting at St Michael’s
7.30pm

28th

Film Week
February

th

18 22nd incl
27th

Half Term
Work Showing
March

th

15
20th

Comic Relief
Yr 6 Drama PSHE workshop
April

st

rd

1 &3
5th

Parents Evening
Last Day of Term

