
 
January 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to the Spring term! We hope you had a lovely Christmas holiday!   

 

Uniform 

It is lovely to see all the children looking so smart in their uniform. Please could you make sure that 

all items of clothing, including shoes, coats and hats are clearly named. Remember to check labels regularly 

as names do wash out over time. Please be aware that much of our learning takes place outside so you child 

will need a warm coat in school, every day. Thank you. 

  

Reading Books 

We would like to remind you how our reading system works.  

Children are expected to read every night and to practise their tricky words. The reading record 

books should be signed by you when your child has read. They will be checked daily and stamps awarded 

for those who have read and the book is signed. On a Friday, if your child has read 4 or more times and 

has 4 or more stamps for the week, they will receive a sticker on their bookmark at the front of the 

reading record book. When all the stickers are complete the bookmark is laminated and sent home with a 

certificate and the children are praised for regular reading. We will be changing books 3 times a week, on 

Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays. Children choose their own books and may sometimes choose the same 

book more than once, which helps them to develop their confidence and fluency. Please remember that we 

focus on your child’s understanding of what they have read and it is important to ask them questions in 

order to establish this. Examples of questions might be: 

 ‘Why was the little girl sad? How did the cat get stuck up the tree? Who is this character? 

What is happening on this page? ‘  

Over the course of the term we will assess your child’s reading. This will be done when we feel they 

are showing the confidence and understanding to be moved on to the next book band. Children all develop 

at different rates so please do not be alarmed if your child is not yet ready to move on. As always, if you 

have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to come and talk to us. 

 

Parents Helping With Reading In School 

If you have half an hour of free time during the week and would like to come into school to listen 

to children read, we would be very happy to have you. Please be aware that a DBS check will need to be 

done before this can happen. If you wish to support us with reading in school, let your child’s class teach 

know.  

 

Phonics 

The children will continue to take part in a daily phonics session. The sounds that we teach each 

week will be put on the Reception Blog for you to see.  Your child has now brought home the next sets of 

tricky words to practise with you at home. We will be assessing your child on these words at regular 

intervals throughout the term. It is very important to practice these words daily as it makes a massive 

difference to your child’s confidence when reading and writing.   

 

School website 



Information about this term’s topic and areas of learning, plus a weekly timetable is available for 

you to read on our school website. We also have a Foundation Stage ‘blog’ accessible through the website 

and we hope you will enjoy seeing what your child has been busy learning at school.  

 

Sickness 

Please can we remind you that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they need to stay at home 

for 48 hours after the last episode.  If your child is absent from school, please can you phone the school 

office by 9:30 to let us know.  

 

Attendance  

Your child will learn best if they are here every day. If your child has a temperature or is clearly 

unwell, we understand that they cannot come to school. However, if your child is just tired please do send 

them into school and be reassured that we would phone you to collect them if we felt they were too unwell 

to be here.  

 

‘Wow’ moments 

We love to know about and praise the children’s achievement outside of school too, examples of this 

might include:  

Learning to ride their bike, starting swimming lessons or a new club, being brave at the dentist, 

working really hard on their reading or tricky words, or doing some writing at home. 

 You can let us know about these moments by uploading a photo or comment onto your child’s 

Learning Journal via your Parent Early Excellence login details. These comments and photos will be 

shared with the class and celebrated on a weekly basis.  

 

We are a healthy school 

Café will continue to run daily where children receive a free piece of toast and fruit. Fresh, cold 

water is readily available throughout the day for your child to enjoy. For children who bring a packed 

lunch they may choose to bring a drink of juice or water for lunch time only. For children having a school 

dinner, milk or water is available. Please may we remind you that lunch boxes should contain a balanced 

meal including a savoury sandwich and some fruit/vegetables.  

 

 

Dates for the diary 

 

• Film week – 28th January - 1st February 

• Cinema Trip – 1st February 2019 

• Celebrating Chinese New Year – 4th February – 15th February 

• Reception Assembly- 13th February at 2.30pm (All parents and carers are welcome to attend)   

• HALF TERM – 18th – 22nd February  

• Work Show and Learning Journal update – 27th February 3.30 - 4.30pm 

• World book day – 7th March  

• Comic Relief day – 15th March  

• Parents evenings – 1st, 2nd, 3rd March 

Reception and Nursery are able to book any of the three dates above. 

• Stay and Play- Monday 25th March and Thursday 28th March- 2.00-3.00pm (Please choose ONE of 

these dates to attend. We will send a letter out nearer the time.)  

• End of Term – Friday 5th April 

• Return to Summer Term – Tuesday 23rd April  

 

 

Questions or problems 



We are here to help and would encourage you to always come and speak to us if you are worried 

about anything, no matter how big or small. We are always available at the end of each day and we will do 

our very best to help. If you are not collecting your child and you wish to speech to us, the office staff 

are able to pass on a message.  

 

We are all looking forward to a busy term and we thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs Alix Harding,  

Reception class teachers 

 
 

 


