
Curriculum Overview Year 5 Spring Term 2019 
 

 
English 

We will be studying a variety of texts including: atmospheric writing, biography 

writing, descriptive settings and diary writing. We will consolidate and extend our 

knowledge of grammar and spelling in line with the National Curriculum. Cursive 

handwriting will be practised regularly and speaking and listening skills will be 

developed through the texts used. Children’s reading will be heard on a regular basis 

and children will be expected to read every day at home as part of their homework. 

Spellings and English homework will be given out each week. 

Maths 

Maths work will focus on number: multiplication and division, fractions, 

decimals and percentages. 

Multiplication facts will be given out each week to practise at home for a 

weekly times tables test.  Maths homework will be set through 

www.mymaths.co.uk. 

 

Computing 

Our unit is called “We are Cryptographers” where pupils learn more about 

communicating information securely through an introduction to cryptography. They 

investigate early methods of communicating over distances, learn about early 

ciphers and consider what makes a secure password. 

Our second unit is called “We are Artists” where pupils use vector and turtle 

graphics to explore geometric art, taking inspiration from the art of Africa, linked 

to our IPC topic. 

French 

In French this term, we will explore the French vocabulary for colours, 

days of the week and months of the year. We will also learn how to 

express our feelings through simple phrases.  Lessons will include an oral 

element for children to practise conversational French. 

  

PSHE 

During this term we will be looking at the 

units ‘Dear Diary’ and ‘Daring to be 

Different’. We will be exploring different 

feelings, emotions and developing our identity 

and self esteem. We will be learning to 

appreciate differences and diversity, peer 

influences and assertiveness. 

PE 

Children will have two P.E lessons each week in which gymnastics, 

games and dance will be developed across the term. In dance we 

shall be developing sequences of movements to classical music. In 

gymnastics children will develop their skills using larger apparatus 

to link movements. In games the children will develop their 

invasion skills, including hockey and basketball.  They will also 

explore net and wall games, including tennis and dodgeball. 

RE  

(Understanding Christianity / New Devon 

Syllabus 2010  
This term will be exploring Christianity and the 

different interpretations of Jesus, through the Bible 

and Christian behaviour. 

Salvation-What did Jesus do to save human beings?-

 Children will study and discuss what Christians believe 

about Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Kingdom of God-What kind of king was Jesus?-Children 

will look at Christians’ belief in the Kingdom of God and 

how this informs their lives and practices 

Environmental Work 

We will use our outdoor environment to 

enhance lessons and small group work.  

Host Country  

Children will continue to learn about traditions and culture in our 

host country, Mexico.  

Art 

This term we will explore landscape art, 

using line, tone and shade to create 

landscape drawings and paintings. We will 

explore the artwork of a variety of 

landscape artists, 

IPC 

IPC is our topic based approach to the foundation subjects and covers our cross curricular work.  

Our IPC topic this term is: 

 

The Great, the Bold and the Brave: 

In this unit the children will be learning about the civilisations of Ancient Greece and Rome, and the impact of these classical civilisations on both the past and 

the present.   They will also learn about British history and about the Roman and Viking invasion of Britain and why the Roman Empire declined.  In addition to 

this, children will learn about the life and legacy of Alfred the Great. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

January 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome back to the Spring Term at St. Michael’s in Year Five.  

 

Please find attached an overview of the main topics and subjects we will be covering in 

Year Five, as well as a copy of your child’s timetable.   

 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of a few of the expectations that we 

have in Year Five. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of a few of the expectations that we 

have in Year Five. 

 

❖ The school day begins at 9 am promptly.  Classes are open from 8.50am to allow the 

children to settle before lessons start. 

 

❖ Please encourage the use of the home school diary.  The children must record their 

daily reading in the home school diary. We will be monitoring this daily at school; 

your support will be very much appreciated. Please could you sign the diary, in the 

given space, at the end of each week to show you have seen it.  This book can also be 

used as a form of communication between home and school. 

 

❖ Full school uniform is to be worn every day.  Please ensure suitable length skirts for 

girls, ideally to the knee. Children can change into PE shoes/trainers for playtimes 

only. As Health and Safety is so prominent these days, we ask that all jewellery is 

kept at home with the exception of stud earrings which must be removed or covered 

with tape during PE lessons. All children with long hair must tie it back and children’s 

hair should be a natural colour.  Please note that the wearing of nail varnish is not 

permitted in school.  Now the weather has become colder, please ensure that your 

child has a warm coat in school everyday. 

 

❖ PE lessons are on: Tuesday and Thursday.  Please make sure that your child has a 

named PE kit in a bag on these days. 

Kit List: 

- Plain white t-shirt and plain dark shorts. 

- A jumper that is used only for PE. 

- Trainers or plimsolls 

-  Joggers/tracksuit bottoms can be worn as it is colder 



 

 

❖ Homework will be given out every Wednesday and will be collected in each Tuesday. 

Children will continue working through their English homework book and will be asked 

to complete activities, linked to their learning in class.  Maths homework this year 

will be set through the website www.mymaths.com.  If your child has any difficulty 

accessing the internet, worksheets will be available and should be completed instead 

of completing the online homework. If your child has any problems completing their 

homework, please let us know prior to the day that it is due in. If you wish, your 

child could sign up to go to Homework Club after school on Thursday.  

 

❖ Spellings will be given out on a Wednesday, to be tested the following Wednesday.  

Your child’s spellings will be stuck into their home school diary.  Please encourage 

your child to practise these.  They will also be available on the school website.  

 

❖ Multiplication facts and related facts will be tested each Wednesday, as part of 

Maths homework.  Children need to practise these at home regularly to help them 

progress and develop rapid recall.   

 

❖ Children are able to come into the Year 5 classrooms each Wednesday from 8:30am, 

to practise their multiplication facts if they wish.  This will be supervised by Year 5 

teachers.  

 

❖ Children are not allowed mobile phones in school.  However, if they need a phone 

because they are walking home alone, a permission letter is needed.  Please ask the 

class teacher for a copy of this. A member of staff will then look after the phone 

during the school day. 

 

❖ If your child is scootering or cycling to school please ensure that they are wearing a 

helmet.  Only children with the Bikeability Award can cycle to school without adult 

supervision. There will be more opportunities for Year Five to take part in 

Bikeability training during the spring and summer term.  

 

❖ We can only administer prescribed medication to your child. The medicine must have 

an accompanying white medicine slip and be left with the office.   

 

Internet/Computer safety is important to all of us.  If you wish to find out more about this, 

these websites may be useful: http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk  or http://ceop.police.uk/  

 

We always welcome parents/carers/grandparents that would like to come in and help out in 

school. If you would like to come in and help (E.g. reading) please contact your child’s 

teacher. 

 

Please do not hesitate to come in and speak to us if there are any questions or issues that 

you would like to discuss and we would like to thank you for your continued support. 

 

The Year Five Team 

http://www.mymaths.com/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://ceop.police.uk/

